COMMUNICATE: JUST DO IT!
The down and dirty school of Spanish

(Not great, but you will be understood)

About 300 words comprise most of spoken Spanish.  For example, you use the word “the” about one thousand times more often than the word “dictionary”.  If you memorize the words on these four pages, you too can speak Spanish in 30 days.  Just memorize fifteen words a day and practice speaking twice a week.  You can become fluent by picking up nouns as you need them.

PRONUNCIATION
Pronunciation is simple, it is entirely phonetic.  “Entiendo” is pronounced “en-tee-en-dough”.  

A=ah
E=eh
I=ee
O=oh
U=oo
 
Oddballs 
g=h (if followed by i or e)
h=silent   j=h
ll=y 
 Ñ=nyeh     qu=k

Accent the second to last syllable if the word ends in a vowel, “n” or “s” (most words).    Otherwise accent the last (unless there is an accent mark).
PRONOUNS
I        yo 
          we    nosotros/as     that one   aquel
those ones    aquellos/as

you   tu (familiar)     you (pl) Ustedes     this one   este/a
these             estos/as

         Usted (formal)


      that one   ese/a
those             esos/as

he      el

they   ellos

she    ella

they   ellas


VERBS
Present Tense
There are three infinitive endings: -ar, -ir, and –er.   For regular verbs, take off the –ar/-er/ir and add –a or –e for all singular (except yo=o).  Add –an or –en for all plural (except nosotros, add -amos, -imos or -emos).  (See the list of verbs on next page)
Cheater Past Tense 
You can get away with using the helper verb “iba” (was/were going to) plus the infinitive.  Note, you can leave out the subject of a sentence in Spanish  unless it isn’t clear who or what the subject is.
I/he/she/it was going to eat. 


Iba a comer. 

Were they going to talk?   


Iban a hablar?  

We were going to eat. 


Ibamos a comer.  

Imperfect Past Tense
-ar verbs  use “aba”, “aban” or “abamos” for the ending.


Yo hablaba, Usted hablaba, ella hablaba, nosotros hablabamos, ellos hablaban

-ir or –er verbs use “ia”, “ian” or “iamos for the ending. 


Yo comía, Usted comía, ella comía, nosotros comiamos, ellas comian

When you are listening, the perfect past tense is less regular than the imperfect, but the root will stay the same, so listen carefully for the first 1-2 syllables. For example, Yo estuve (perfect past), is yo estaba, (imperfect past).  Ditto for listening for future tense.
Cheater Future Tense
You can use the helper verb “to be going to” plus the infinitive for all future.


I am going to talk


Voy a hablar.


You/he/she/it are/is going to eat.
Va a comer.


We are going to live.


Vamos a vivir.

They are going to work.

Van a trabajar.

First Set of Common Verbs
           Infinitive    Present




Past

     yo__Usted/__Nosotros___
Ellos/as___yo/Usted__nosotros__ellos/as



el/ella




el/ella

to be*     ser
    soy
     es
       somos
 son
        era           eramos
           eran

to be*     estar     estoy     estan      estamos     estan          estaba      estabamos       estaban 

go
   ir
    voy       va           vamos       van
         iba         ibamos             iban

work      trabajar  trabajo trabaja    trabajamos trabajan trabajaba  trabajabamos trabajaban

speak     hablar    hablo   habla      hablamos   hablan        hablaba  hablabamos hablaban
live        vivir      vivo     vive        vivimos     viven          vivia      viviamos vivian (reg)

know+   saber     se         sabe       sabemos     saben          sabia (reg)
know+  conocer conozco conoce  conocemos conocen     conocia (reg)

eat         comer    como    come     comiamos  comen         comía (reg)

can         poder     puedo  puede     podemos    pueden        podia (reg)

put         poner     pongo  pone       ponemos    ponen          ponia (reg)

have      tener       tengo   tiene       tenemos     tienen          tenia (reg)

need   necesitar necesito  necesita  necesitamos necesitan  necesitaba (reg)

arrive    llegar      llego    llega       llegamos    llegan         llegaba (reg)

give      dar           doy      da          damos        dan              daba (reg)

want     querer      quiero  quiere    queremos   quieren        queria (reg)

make/do hacer      hago    hace       hacemos    hacen           hacia (reg)

see        ver           veo      ve           vemos      ven               veia  veia  veiamos   veian 

*Ser is permanent, estar is not.  (How you feel and where you are, use estar).

+Saber is to understand intellectually, conocer is to know a person.

QUESTION WORDS 



PREPOSITIONS, ETC.
who
quien





 to 
a
  to the
       al

what
que





of
de
  of the
       del

where

donde




each
cada

to where   a donde




with     con        with me     conmigo 

why
por que




because             porque
when
cuando





during/while     mientras

how
como





for                     para/por

which   cual     whichever   cualquier)

as much as        tan/tanto

ADJECTIVES
Adjectives usually follow the noun and always match the number and gender of the noun they modify.

some
alguno/a

big
gran/grande

first
primero/a

none
ninguno/a

little
pequeño/a

more
mas

good
bueno/a

bad
mal/malo/a

less
menos

much
mucho


better
mejor


worse
peor

few
poco


above
arriba


below
abajo

beside
al lado

ADVERBS
well
bien


poorly
mal


very
muy

little
poco


fast
rapido


slow
lento

slowly
lento

NOUNS
Many words in English are derived from Latin and are the same base as Spanish (nacion, imaginación, literatura, frecuente, gobernador, etc).  If you can’t think of the Spanish word, try the English with a Spanish accent.

Common Nouns
Numbers
uno, dos, tres, cuatro, cinco, seis, siete, ocho, nueve, diez


once, doce trece, catorce, quince, dieciséis, diecisiete, dieciocho, diecinueve


veinte y uno, veinte y dos,….

triente y uno, triente y dos… cuarenta y uno, cincuenta y uno, sesenta y uno, setenta y uno, ochenta y uno, noventa y uno

cien, dos cientos, tres cientos

mil

Family members  madre, padre, hermano/a, hijo/a, abuelo/a, tio/a, primo/a, suegro/a 
(father in law), nuera (niece), nieto (grandson)

Days/months
lunes, martes, miércoles, jueves, viernes, sabado, domingo


enero, febrero, marzo, abril, mayo, junio, julio, agosto, septiembre, octubre,


noviembre, diciembre

Animals perro, gato, vaca, marrano, oveja

Time    minuto, hora, hora y media, mañana, medio dia, tarde, noche

Colors   rojo, azul, blanco, negro, verde, rosada, amarillo (yellow), gris (grey)

Weather  lluvia (rain), viento (wind), nubes (clouds)

House   sala, cocina, comedor, recamara (bedroom), baño, garaje

Parts of body  cabeza (head), pecho (chest), estomago, brazo (arm), pierna (leg), espalda 

(back),  cara (face), nariz (nose), ojo (eye), oreja (ear), boca (mouth), piel (skin)  

Places  lugar (place), hogar (home),  edificio (building), ciudad (city), calle (street)

ODD PHRASES YOU JUST HAVE TO KNOW
Gustar (it pleases)    Me gusta espageti (I like spaghetti)



          Te gusta carne? (Do you like meat?)

Gracias (thank you)  De nada (you’re welcome)
Haber is a helper verb meaning to have (he, ha, hemos, han, past tense habia, habiamos,

 habian).  Don’t learn it yet, but recognize it when you hear it.

Hay means “there is” or “there are”.  (past tense is “hubo”)


Hay mucha gente.  There are a lot of people. 



No hay tiempo.       There isn’t time.


“Hay que” means “it has to be done”.  

Hay que ir a la escuela.    We (you) have to go to school. 



  “Que hay?” means “what’s up?”
Llamar means “to be called” and is always reflexive.  

Me llamo Pablo.       I am called Pablo.

Como te llama?        What’s your name?

Que hora son?   What time is it?

NEXT SET OF VERBS (when you have time)


Infinitive
Present




       Past (all regular)





Yo
    Usted/el/ella   nosotros    ellos/as
understand
entender
entiendo  entiende
entendemos
entienden

think

pensar

pienso
    piensa          pensamos        piensan

leave

salir

salgo
    sale

salemos
salen

come

venir

vengo
    viene
venimos
vienen

ask

preguntar
pregunto  pregunta     preguntamos
preguntan

lose

perder

pierdo
    pierde
perdemos
pierden

finish

acabar

acabo      acaba
acabamos
acaban

walk/move
andar

ando
anda

andamos
andan

should

deber

debo
debe

debemos
deben

say

decir

digo
dice

decimos
dicen

sleep

dormir

duermo duerme
dormimos
duermen

hear

oir

oigo
oye

oimos

oyen

stay

quedar

quedo
quede

quedamos
quedan

feel/sense
sentir

siento
siente

sentimos
sienten

